
Pets in the Classroom is an amazing opportunity. We’ve only had our 
Guinea pigs since August, but they have made a huge impact on not 
only the students I work with (I am a Speech and Language 
Pathologist),but with the whole student body and staff. Two 
students that I tested this year were eased by holding and petting 
the Guinea pigs while they completed their evaluation. A group of 
5th graders come in before school starts and during some of their 
recesses to spend time with guinea pigs. This group whether they 
know it or not are building social skills. One of my students has 
limited verbal skills, but when he is with Bubbles and Bella the words 
flow. He has even gone home and told his parents about them (the 
first time he has made a school to home connection). I cannot say 
enough about how Pets in the Classroom has impacted our small 
school.

- Yvonne Howard

Although I used Pets in the Classroom to get a bearded dragon for 
my 4th grade class, she was a wonderful motivator and reward for 
several students with special needs. When nothing else would calm 
them down, the mention of visiting Jellybean would immediately 
turn behaviors around. Students all around the school would get so 
excited to see and pet her.  Students would work hard to get the 
opportunity to have her on their shoulder as they did their work. 
Students lined up to give up their recess time to care for her, clean 
her enclosure, and feed her. I loved this opportunity to share my 
love of animals with students and provide a rewarding experience 
for them.

- Nicole Sisco




